
“When we work, we work… and when we rest, we rest.” 
                             --- Mrs. McLellan 
                        AP Statistics teacher, Aledo High School 

 

 

 

 

   
 
         
 

 

 

What Homework Can’t Do 

 
Nancy Kalish is the co-author of “The Case Against Homework: How Homework Is Hurting Our 
Children and What We Can Do About It.” 

Summer homework sounds like a good idea…until you see how miserable a child looks as he slogs 
through that pile of book reports, math packets, journal entries, and other typical assignments. The 
summer load has grown significantly since we were kids. But a little hard work never hurt anyone, 
right? 

Well in this case, it might. Schools should rethink summer homework, and not just because it stresses 
out kids (and parents). The truth is, homework doesn’t accomplish what we assume it does. 
According to a Duke University review of more than 175 studies, there is little or no 
correlation between homework and standardized test scores or long-term achievement 
in elementary school, and only a moderate correlation in middle school. 

Do we want our children to start the year refreshed and ready to learn? Or burned out and resentful? 
Some studies claim that students lose skills they don’t practice over the summer. However, if a child 
can’t regain his grasp of fractions with a brief review, maybe those skills weren’t taught well enough in 
the first place. Doing a mountain of math sheets without a teacher’s help — and perhaps incorrectly — 
is not the answer. 

But there are a few things summer homework does accomplish effectively: It steals time away from 
other important aspects of learning such as play, which helps kids master social skills and teamwork. 
In addition, writing book reports means kids spend fewer hours being physically active, which is 
essential for good health and weight control, not to mention proper brain development. 

Perhaps worst of all, summer homework affects how kids feel about learning and 
school. Do we want our children to start the year refreshed and ready to learn? Or 
burned out and resentful? It’s something every teacher should carefully consider. 

 

 

https://rer.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/76/1/1


2019-2020         AP Statistics Supplies        McLellan  
                                         DUE FRIDAY, August 30, 2019  

 

1.  BASICS:  Pencils, Pens, Notebook paper 

 

2.  One quality plastic folder with pockets and brads. 
This will be used to carry the current unit packet.   
 

 

3. TI-84 Graphing Calculator  ***REQUIRED! 
 Due to the amount of homework students will have, access to class calculator only is not 

enough calculator access to complete the necessary work for AP Statistics. 

 There will only be 6 calculators available in class.  You must bring your OWN calculator daily.  
The six left in class are only for emergencies! 

 You may use a TI-NSpire graphing calculator but class instructions will be given for the TI-84.   

 DO NOT purchase a TI-NSpire CAS calculator.  The “CAS” or “Computer Algebra System” 
calculators are not allowed on standardized tests including AP, SAT, and ACT. 

 
 

4. One 2” Binder to keep in the classroom. 
This binder will be used to hold the unit packets when they are complete.  This “portfolio” is a 
collection of the student’s work for the entire year.  Students will have this resource at semester 
exam and AP exam time available to them for studying.  Students will also take this notebook 
home at the end of the year as an organized portfolio and resource of AP Statistics.   

 
5. $5 for class lab supplies:   

(Any remaining funds will go towards AP Statistics trip at the end of the school 
year.  See attached pricing sheet for itemization of supplies.) 
Bearhunt Lab:  Regular M&Ms 
Placebo Lab:  Magical Mints/ dumb dumbs 
Linear Regression Residuals:  Spaghetti 
Sampling Distributions:  Regular M&Ms 
Proportion Test (1 & 2 samples):  PB, Peanut, Regular M&Ms 
Chi-Squared Test:  PB, Peanut, Regular M&Ms 
Baggies 
3” Cups for M&Ms 

       
 

6.  Classroom Materials:  
1st Period:  Box of Kleenexes 
2nd Period: Antibacterial wipes 
3rd Period: Paper Towels 
4th Period: Hand Sanitizer 
6th Period: Any of the above supplies  

 
         



Lab Supply Breakdown (per 100 students): 
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each bag = 6 servings        Each bag = 7 servings       Each bag = 7 servings 
Approx. 14 bags needed       Approx. 12 bags needed      Approx. 21 bags needed 
Total expense:  $126        Total expense:  $108       Total expense:  $189 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Approx. 4 bags needed 
     Total expense:  $10.50   only 1 box needed = $4  only 1 box needed = $3 
 
 
 
       
 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Approx. 4 needed   only 1 bag needed = $12 
    Total expense:  $28 

 
 
      TOTAL expenses for AP Statistics:  $480.50 
            Estimate for 100 students- $5 each 


